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Request for City Council Committee Action
From the Department of Public Works

Date: March 28, 2002
To: Transportation and Public Works Committee
Referral to:

Subject:
♦ Designation of and setting Project Approval & Assessment Public Hearings for the

Hennepin Theatre District Streetscape (Project No. 2221) and Street Lighting
Projects.

♦ Setting Public Hearing for the establishment of the Street Lighting District Number
1290.

♦ Setting Public Hearing for Abandonment and Removal of Areaways in Conflict with
Said Streetscape Project.

♦ Setting Public Hearing to consider an Ordinance that would establish a Hennepin
Theatre District Special Service District.

Recommendation:
1. (a) Passage of a Resolution designating the location and improvements proposed to

be made in the Hennepin Theatre District Streetscape Project.

This Resolution may be authorized for summary publication.

(b) Adoption of a Committee Report receiving the cost estimate of $3,600,000 and
the list of benefited properties. Direct the City Engineer to prepare a proposed
streetscape assessment against said list of properties by applying rates based on
Lineal Foot of Frontage Method and 100% of Actual Cost. Direct City Clerk to give
notice of a Project Approval and Assessment Public Hearing to be held on May 9,
2002 before the Transportation Public Works Committee (T&PW).

2. (a) Passage of a Resolution designating the location and improvements proposed to
be made in the Hennepin Theatre District Street Lighting Project.

This Resolution may be authorized for summary publication.

(b) Adoption of a Committee Report receiving the cost estimate of $3,600,000 and
the list of benefited properties. Direct the City Engineer to prepare a proposed
streetscape assessment against said list of properties by applying rates based on
Land Area Influence Zone Method. Direct City Clerk to give notice of a Project
Approval and Assessment Public Hearing to be held on May 9, 2002 before T&PW.
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(c) Adoption of a Committee Report designating said street lighting project as Street
Lighting District Number 1290. Direct City Clerk to give notice of a Project Approval
and Assessment Public Hearing to be held on May 9, 2002 before T&PW.

3. Setting a public hearing to be held on May 9, 2002 before T&PW to consider the
abandonment and removal of areaways in conflict with the streetscape construction
project and directing staff to give notice in accordance with the provisions of Section
95.90 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances.

4. Setting a public hearing to be held on May 9, 2002 before T&PW to consider an
Ordinance that would establish a Hennepin Theatre District Special Service District.

Previous Directives:
Council Action enacted at the November 21, 2001 council meeting directing that the
City’s 2000-2005 Capital Improvement Program be amended to include the Hennepin
Avenue Theater District Streetscape project.

Prepared or Submitted by: Jack Yuzna, Engineering Services, 673-2415
Approved: David J. Sonnenberg, P. E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works

By: Paul W. Ogren ________________________________
Presenters in Committee: Jack Yuzna, Engineering Services, 673-2415

Financial Impact (Check those that apply)
___  No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget.
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information)

___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget
___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget
___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase
___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves
_X_ Other financial impact (Explain): Special assessments to benefited properties.

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator

Background/Supporting Information Attached
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Background

In November of 2001 the Council granted the local community request to amend the
City's 2000-2005 Capital Improvement Program and include the Hennepin Avenue
Theatre District Streetscape Improvement Project (see attached Official Publication for
November 21, 2001 council meeting and November 14, 2001 T&PW committee letter).

Hennepin Avenue Theatre District Streetscape Project

The streetscape project is to be constructed on Hennepin Avenue between 5 th Street
and 10th Street (the Hennepin Theatre District), excluding Block “E”.

The project’s scope of work includes decorative sidewalk, new street lighting, repainting
of the existing signal semaphores, landscape lighting, streetscape furniture (benches,
newspaper box enclosures, waste receptacles, bike racks), tree planters and trees. The
project is estimated to cost $3,600,000 and is to be 100% assessed to the benefiting
property owners.

As provided in Chapter 10, Section 6 of the City Charter, submitted herewith is a list of
parcels with owner’s names, as nearly as can be readily ascertained, which would be
benefited by and assessed for the Hennepin Avenue Theatre District Streetscape
Project. This special assessment will be determined by applying the Lineal Foot of
Frontage Method to the benefited parcels located within the project.

Hennepin Avenue Theatre District Street Lighting Project

The proposed street lighting project will install new streetlights along the Hennepin
Theatre District (excluding Block “E”).

As provided in Chapter 10, Section 6 of the City Charter, submitted herewith is a list of
parcels with owner’s names, as nearly as can be readily ascertained, which would be
benefited by and assessed for the Hennepin Avenue Theatre District Street Lighting
Project.

This special assessment will be determined by applying the Land Area Influence Zone
Method to the benefited parcels located within the project. This proposed assessment
method consists of calculating the land area located within the project’s lighting
influence zone and each benefited parcel. The method is consistent with other lighting
assessments throughout the City.

Street Lighting District Number 1290

As provided for in Chapter 431 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances, the Hennepin
Theatre District Streetscape project area is proposed to be designated as Street
Lighting District 1290.  An assessment is recommended for the portion of the street
lighting system maintenance and operation costs that are in excess of the standard paid
for by the City.
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Abandonment and Removal of Conflicting Areaways

Section 95.90 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances provides a procedure for dealing
with areaway encroachments that interfere with projects for the public good. The
ordinance provides the City the ability to abandon and remove any areaways that are in
conflict with project, upon the failure of the abutting property owners to resolve the
conflicts, and assess the property owners all associated costs of the abandonment. The
ordinance further requires that before the areaway abandonment and assessment may
take place, a public hearing shall be held on the matter. It is our recommendation that in
effort to minimize delays, and potential delay related costs, to the project that the
conflicting areaways public hearing be held May 9, 2002 in conjunction with the other
Hennepin Streetscape public hearings. Prior to the areaway public notices being given,
the City Engineer will have provided the initial noticed as required in Section 95.90 of
the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances.

Hennepin Theatre District Special Service District

On July 15, 1988, the City Council adopted a policy requiring the implementation of a
means for maintaining all new streetscape improvements. Special service districts have
become a common and effective method of instituting the Council’s policy. The
streetscape project’s community representatives have proposed the special service
district be Hennepin Avenue (downtown) from 5 th Street to 10th Street (and excluding
Block E). We anticipate the subject matter of an Ordinance to establish such a district
for the area to be introduced at the City Council meeting on April 5, 2002 and referral to
T&PW for a public hearing. It is our recommendation that the public hearing on the
district establishment ordinance be held in conjunction with the other Hennepin
Streetscape public hearings.

cc: Council Member Lisa Goodman; Council Member Natalie Johnson-Lee
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T&PW - Your Committee recommends passage of the accompanying Resolution

designating the location and streets to be improved in the Hennepin Theatre District

Streetscape Revitalization Project, Special Improvement of Existing Street No 2221.

Your Committee further recommends summary publication of the above-

described Resolution.
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Colvin-Roy

HENNEPIN THEATRE DISTRICT STREETSCAPE REVITALIZATION PROJECT
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT OF EXISTING STREET NO 2221

Designating the improvement of certain existing streets at the location
described hereinafter.

Whereas, the Hennepin Theatre District Streetscape Revitalization Project is
located within the boundaries of the proposed Hennepin Theatre District Special Service
District;

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis:

That the following existing street within the City of Minneapolis are hereby

designated to be improved, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 10, Section 6 of the

Minneapolis City Charter, by installing street lights, trees, trash receptacles, benches,

bike racks, planters, bollards, repainting of the existing signal semaphores, landscape

lighting, and decorative sidewalk together with all the necessary appurtenances and

work related to the hereinabove described improvements:

Hennepin Av from 5th St to 10th St. and excluding the northerly block face

between 6th St to 7 th St.
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T&PW - Your Committee, having received a cost estimate of $3,600,000 for

improvements and a list of benefited properties for the Hennepin Theatre District

Streetscape Revitalization Project, Special Improvement of Existing Street No 2221, as

designated by Resolution 2002R-___ passed April 5, 2002, now recommends that the

City Engineer be directed to prepare proposed assessments against the list of benefited

properties.

Your Committee further recommends that the City Clerk be directed to give

notice of a public hearing to be held by the Transportation and Public Works Committee

on May 9, 2002, in accordance with Chapter 10, Section 6 of the Minneapolis City

Charter and Section 24.180 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances, to consider

approving the above designated streetscape project and to consider the amount

proposed to be assessed to each benefited property and the amount to be funded by

the City.

Your Committee further recommends that the City Engineer be directed to

advertise for bids for the construction of the above referenced project in accordance

with all City, County and State Municipal bidding requirements.
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T&PW - Your Committee reports that, in accordance with Chapter 431 of the

Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to the establishment of street lighting districts

(said Chapter 431 defining such street lighting district as an area wherein lighting in

excess of minimum street lighting is provided and further providing that the City’s costs

over and above said minimum lighting shall be paid by the benefited property owners),

the City Engineer has presented to your Committee the details required by said Chapter

431 in connection with proposed Street Lighting District No 1290 for assessment of the

maintenance and operation costs on additional street lighting for the convenience and

safety of the area delineated generally as Hennepin Av from 5th St to 10th St (streets to

receive lighting are as designated in the Hennepin Theatre District Streetscape

Revitalization Project, Special Improvement of Existing Street No 2221).

Your Committee recommends that if there should be an increase in the cost of

street lighting in the future, that the increased cost be reflected in the assessment.

Your Committee further recommends that the City Clerk be directed to give

notice of a public hearing to be held by the Transportation and Public Works Committee

on May 9, 2002, in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 431 of the Minneapolis

Code of Ordinances, to consider the establishment of said proposed Street Lighting

District No 1290.

Your Committee further recommends that the City Engineer be directed to

advertise for bids for the construction of the above referenced project in accordance

with all City, County and Municipal State-aid bidding requirements.
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